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The Sea of Cortez 
 

After spending half the month of November in La Paz we 
began to feel the effects of cabin fever and longed to be at sea 
once more.   Thus, on December 2nd we sailed north to 
explore the nearby island of Espiritu Santo.   Our plan was to 
visit this island and then continue north through the San Jose 
passage to Agua Verde, a small village on the Baja peninsula 
approximately 100 miles north of La Paz before returning to 
spend Christmas in marina Palmira.  The trip would take 
approximately two weeks depending upon the weather and 
take us to some great places in the sea of Cortez.   

Sail to Bahia San Gabriel (isla Espiritu) 
Isla Espiritu Santo is the remains of a long extinct volcano 

and a wonderful place to visit because of its many little 
coves, abundant sea life, and beautiful clear turquoise water.  
Best of all it is less than 20 miles from La Paz.  We left at 
10:30 a.m. sailing for Bahia San Gabriel in company with 
two other boats, Drum (Andy and Elizabeth) and Samantha 
(Linda & Scott).  It did not take us long to get there and we 
arrived at 1:30 in the afternoon, just in time for lunch, 
swimming, and exploring the wonderful beach and bay by 
dingy.   
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Here we are having fun in Bahia San Gabriel.  Hard to believe such a place exists! 

The sea of Cortez is just amazing.  Here are some pictures we took while having 
cocktails that evening.  
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That evening we were visited by a 
Coromuel Wind out of La Paz which 
arrived on schedule at 9 p.m. and made 
for a bumpy night. Not all that bad, blew 
out of south from La Paz which put us 
on a lee shore.  The winds only reached 
15 mph so nothing compared to Channel 
Islands.  Mostly 1-2 foot wave chop.  By 
the morning the winds were mostly gone 
and we looked forward to a nice day 
moving up to Isla Ballena.  

 

 

 

 

Isla Ballena & Ensenada de Gallo 
The next day we traveled up the coast with the intent of exploring a small island called 

Ballena.  Isla Ballena had way too many flies (moscas) so we went back south to anchor 
at isla Gallo (rooster in Spanish).  We had a great time snorkeling and Annette began her 
collection of sea urchin shells.  Later in the afternoon we moved over to Ensenada el 
Gallo and anchored alone in 20 ft. tucked in against north shore.  
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Ballena (isla de las moscas) may be a good dive spot but way too many flies for us! 
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Isla Partida anchorage 
The next day we sailed up the island to the Partida anchorage which is actually the 

center of the extinct volcano which created the island a few million years ago.  

 Like so many other anchorages this one was too beautiful to describe and was plagued 
with the usual gorgeous sunsets as you can see in these pictures. 
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The next day we took a dingy adventure trip to locate a water cave which had been 
described to us by cruisers when we were in la Paz.  We had to pass through a very 

shallow cut to reach the other side of the island and then ran along some rocky bluffs 
looking for the cave.  We finally found it and summoned up our courage and entered. 

On the next page you will see some beautiful pictures Annette took while in the cave.  
It was really beautiful looking out from inside.  Sorry to say we did not find any buried 
treasure although I wonder if anyone could find treasure because of so many rocks.  From 
what everyone had told us this cave is a favorite spot in the summer when it is very hot.  
It is a great place to skinny dip too but one has to be on the look out for pangas filled with 
tourists!! 
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Check out some of these pictures of the great cave we found near Partida. 

 After we left the cave we stopped at a beautiful beach and explored fish camps 
which had been set up by panga fishermen. 
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 The next day was windy but within the anchorage it was great so we decided to 
take a hike to the top rim of the extinct volcano.  It turned out to be a very difficult hike 
since we literally had to traverse fields of boulders which had formed as small waterfalls 
(no water) one after the other progressing up the canyon. 
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 The beauty of this canyon once we reached to rim was incredible as you can see 
in these pictures. 
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Ensenada Grande  
 The next day we moved up the 
island to Ensenada Grande and anchored 
in the south cove (there are three coves 
here).  This beautiful spot had a white 
sand beach and an interesting hiking 
trail leading to an abandoned well. You 
can see how beautiful it really was! 
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 Well this picture marks the end (Ed’s) of our adventures on Espiritu Santo and the 
next day we sailed for the San Jose channel some 30 miles to the north. 

Evanista (Baja de Sur) Dec 8 
 On December the 8th we sailed from Espiritu Santo north approximately 25 miles 
and anchored off a town called Evanista.  Evanista is actually a small fishing village at 
the entrance to the San Jose passage which lies between the San Jose Island and Baja Sur.  
We passed a small island called San Francisco but because it was blowing from the 
southwest directly into the anchorage we decided to go on to Evanista and anchor in its 
south bay where we were more protected.  That night it blew hard from the South and we 
were glad we had made the decision to go on to Evanista. 

 

 



 12 

 The next morning the wind was calm and we went ashore in ‘Breezy’, our trusty 
dingy with her new wheels.  We meet some Baja Ha Ha cruisers, Ahna & Gary from 
Trumpeter and Debbie & Scott from Viva.  Together we began to explore the village.  
The village was quite small, probably less than 50 people living there but we found the 
desalination plant and tienda (little store) and bought a few groceries. 

     
 Here is a picture showing the view looking out at the anchorage.  You can see the 
Escuela (school) in the foreground and if look real hard you can see a white spec which is 
WindSong in the anchorage. 
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 We hiked up what we called the Evanista freeway to the school where we meet 
the teacher and his class of 6 students.  Some other cruisers were already there giving 
supplies donated by the La Paz club Cruceros.  Luckily we had also brought some school 
supplies which we gave as well to their teacher.  Annette was right at home and hit it off 
right away with the kids as you can see in these pictures. 

 Considering how remote this village was, the teacher did a good job of teaching 
and running the school.  Electricity was supplied by solar panels and they even had a 
computer.  The children were really beautiful. 
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 Continuing along the Evanista freeway we came to a very wild and beautiful 
scene from the top of a hill looking down at salt ponds where they collect salt and sell it 
for cattle and other livestock.  The wind and the view out to sea was what made the scene 
so beautiful.  Look closely and imagine being on the top of a hill looking down with a 25 
kt wind blowing toward you…see the whitecaps, feel the wind…hard to describe but it 
was impressive.  We tried to capture it in this composite panorama of pictures. 

 Did I mention winds? The wind had switched and was now coming out of the 
north which made our anchorage not so good although the anchor was still holding.  
When we returned to the boat we decided to move to the north bay which offered more 
protection from a northerly.  Here you can see our GPS tracks superimposed upon a 
satellite image of Evanista.  You can see where we anchored by the clustering of the 
tracks over time.  I never tired of watching these tracks while at anchor in a blow. 

As it would turn out the wind continued to blow hard for the next three days and together 
with about 15 other boats we waited out the northerly in Evanista’s north cove.   On one 
day we crossed the channel to visit San Jose island.  The channel was very rough and 
going north against the waves and winds would have been impossible so we simply had 
to wait. 
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 With nothing to do but wait we had lots of time to visit other boats, eat, drink and 
get to know the other people.  Seemed like a good time to learn how to make bread too.  I 
had never really used WindSong’s oven so we fired it up and prepared the dough.  All 
went well and behold we had a couple loaves of honey wheat bread in no time.  It was 
very good and we gave Ahna & Gary on Trumpeter one of the loaves.  Best of all the 
boat was filled with the wonderful smell of fresh baked bread! 

Agua Verde (Baja de Sur) Dec 12 
 Well the winds did not last forever and on December 12 we left Evanista at 6 a.m. 
bound up the San Jose passage for Agua Verde, about 45 miles.  As we sailed north we 
were greeted by a beautiful sunrise which Annette captured in these pictures.  Certainly 
made it worth while to get up so early! 

 

 



 16 

 The sail up to Agua 
Verde was lovely and we 
celebrated the wonderful sunset 
with a breakfast of french toast 
using our honey wheat bread.  
Here Annette gives a toast with 
her Chambord champagne to 
all of our wonderful friends and 
family back home…we love 
and miss you all. 
 The approach to Agua 
Verde required taking the long 
way around punta San Marcial 
and San Marcial reef.  We 
anchored in the north bay of 
this wonderful cove.  Later we would move and anchor in the south bay as well.   

 Agua Verde is a charming fishing village inhabited by only 165 people and many 
more barnyard animals (goats, pigs, cows, horses, chickens, turkeys).  We took Breezy to 
shore and had a great time meeting the people of the village.  Here Ed talks to a few of 
his friends! 
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Here are some pictures Annette took while exploring the village. 
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And here are some more taken at the Aqua Verde village.  

Somewhere along the way we found Maria's tienda and purchased a kilo of handmade 
tortillas as well as a big hunk of goat cheese which we cut off ourselves from an even 
bigger hunk of cheese.  Life in these villages is incredibly simple! 

 



 19 

Isla San Francisco Dec 14 
 Well after some fun days at Agua Verde it was time to start back in the direction 
of La Paz.  We left AV early on the morning of the 14th and began our sail to isla San 
Francisco approximately 45 miles to the south.  We estimated 10 hours but all we had 
was time so that was just fine.   

 Right on schedule isla San Francisco appeared and by 5 p.m. we were anchored 
for the evening in a crescent bay with a beautiful white sand beach. 
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Caleta Candelero (Espiritu) Dec 15 
 The next day we left Isla San Francisco and returned to Espiritu Santo to a cove 
called Candelero. This cove contained some really interesting rock formations which look 
like a candle.  At the head of the bay was another rock called Cathedral rock.  All around 
these rocks the snorkeling is considered to be excellent although we did not stay for this.  
That evening Annette cooked up a great Mexican spaghetti dinner with goat cheese from 
Agua Verde. Delicious! 

Return to Marina Palmira Dec 16 
Our objective in returning to Espiritu Santo was to collect more sea urchin shells 

at Isla Gallo so when we left Candlero the lext morning we stopped and anchored for 
awhile at Isla Gallo where Annette eagerly began snorkling to collect more of these 
interesting shells.  Afterward she opened one and tasted it.  Although considered a 
delacacy I think you can see her reaction. 
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So we decided not to eat them but just clean out the shells and then bleach and dry 
them.  They will make very nice shells for our friends and relatives when we return. 

We are now thinking about leaving the boat in La Paz and visiting home for a 
short stay after the new year and then returning later.  We also learned about transporting 
the boat from La Paz to Ensenada by “Dockwise”.  We saw one when we returned and 
took a picture.  A neat way to travel since you stay in your boat which becomes your 
cabin on the return trip.  However, if we want to come back why not just leave the boat 
here in a marina which is much cheaper than in the States.  These things we will have to 
think about. 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

To all our Family & Friends 
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