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Recuperating in La Paz 
 

We in La Paz on November 17th.  Our plan was to do some needed repairs on the 
boat, get caught up with news from our friends and relatives, and to get to know the city 
of La Paz.    

 
Our home away from home and through the holidays was to be the marina 

Palmira.   This marina was a full service marina which contained a great restaurant called 
the La Panga, a small convenience store with marine supplies, a laundromat, free shuttles 
into town, free internet wifi,  and best of all… hot showers!  

 
Cruisers living in la Paz 

operate a Cruiser’s net on VHF 
channel 22 every morning 
(except Sunday) at 8 a.m..  There 
is even an organization called 
Club Cruceros just for cruisers 
(http://www.clubcruceros.org/) in 
La Paz. Just about everything 
you would want is covered and if 
one has a need or question it is 
easy to get an answer.  Listening 
to the net became a morning 
ritual for us much the same as 
morning news on TV.  La Paz 
definitely is a town for cruisers! 

 
 For example, information 

about all sorts of service people, 
like Hector the refrigerator man, 
or the Bread Guy, or Victor the 
electrician are on the net.  You 
can also buy and sell although only swaps for coconut shells are officially approved.  One 
day we heard about a couple of used folding bicycles for sale by Tobin and Jaime on the 
catamaran Trimph.  Annette and I quickly jumped into our taxi, our dingy, and motored 
over to Trimph to have a look.  We liked what we saw and purchased both for 150 
coconut shells.  When not in use we parked the bikes at the dock next to Wind Song and 
when traveling we could fold the bikes and put them in the starboard quarter berth.   

Life at the Marina Palmira 
 Life at the marina Palmira was a pleasure in many ways.   The people were 
always friendly and helpful.  The food at the Panga restaurant was a delight and in the 
afternoon 2-for-1 margaritas are the traditional way to end the day.  The food at the la 
Panga was exceptional and we quickly became good friends with the Maitre d’, Roberto.   
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Here you can see a typical afternoon seafood offering with margaritas from Roberto.  Yes 
life at the Palmira is tough but someone has to do it! 

Another character known to all at the marina was Lucy the goose.  She could always be 
heard if not seen and quickly became our friend.  At first I tried to feed her hotdogs but 
she quickly informed me that she was a vegetarian.   All the Mexicans lamented the fact 
that she only spoke English because of the touristas.   
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 Life at the docks was actually fun because of the many people we constantly were 
meeting.  Some of them were part of the Baja ha ha fleet and some were not.   We also 
enjoyed the hot showers and the chance to get caught up with our laundry.   

 Even from our dock we can see lots of beautiful fish swimming around the boat.  
In this picture you can see what we see simply by looking over the side of the dock! 
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    Surrounding the marina were some beautiful Mexican apartments and a small 
resort hotel.  The architecture was really nice with lots of colorful flowers as you can see. 

 
 Of course we should not forget to mention that La Paz is famous for its sunsets 
and here is a particularly nice one to enjoy!  
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The City of La Paz 
 The city of La Paz was only a couple of miles from the marina and easy to reach 
by bike or the free shuttle of the marina.  Getting around would be easy were it not for the 

fact that most streets do not have any street signs.  You may find a name or two written 
on the buildings at intersections, otherwise you have to ask directions until you begin to 
recognize landmarks.  
  In Mexico shore drives are called Malecons and La Paz has one of the best which 
runs all the way from the Palmira marina to the marina La Paz on the other side of town.  
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 The Malecon is a wonderful walkway for people or bikers with many interesting 
sculptures along the way.  The Malecon is the meeting place for just about all of their 
festivals.  In town there are plenty of banks to change your money into pesos and lots of 

little stores and street vendors to take them.  We especially love the street vendors who 
sell authentic Mexican food like tacos and other goodies.  Getting around is easy on our 
bikes (also good exercise) and there are plenty of taxi as well.  You can also use their 
buses for 8 pesos a ride which is really a good deal.  
 We should also mention the kids of the fleet who were always having fun on the 
docks.  Often they were working on home school lessons believe it or not.  In this picture 
we captured some of them learning to make measurements.   I guess the point being made 
is that these children don’t have to be in a school to obtain a good education.  Many will 
be away for 5 years or more cruising and being taught by their parents.  Sounds cool to 
me! 
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Boat Repairs 
 While we were recuperating and enjoying the city we also attended to some 
needed repairs on the boat.  The first was to replace the battery charger/inverter which 
had gone out just before we arrived.  Actually the battery charger was OK but the inverter 
was shot; not surprising after 20 years so we purchased a new system from a local marine 
supply and called Victor the electrician.  Victor was a wonderful person, had 7 sons and 
really knew his stuff.   

 
 The material cost for the inverter was about the same as in the States but the cost 
of Victor’s labor was shocking.  He worked more than 9 hours to remove the old and 
install the new and he only charged $150 US!   And all the while he was working he 
tutored Annette and me on how to speak Spanish.  What a deal! 
 Other repairs we did were to re-stitch the jib which had been torn in two places 
and to re-charge the refrigerator with Freon-12 which we could not purchase in the 
States.  Hector the refrigerator man sold me extra cans of Freon-12 and a charging 
regulator tee so I could charge the system myself.    
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New Friends 
 While in La Paz we have been making a lot of new friends and getting to know 
the people in the Baja Ha Ha fleet better.  One is cap’n Jennifer Towne and her 9 year old 
son Eric who had sailed all the way from Seattle.   Very gutsy woman.  After going home 
for Thanksgiving she is now back and planning to continue cruising with her son going 
all the way down to Panama in her 45 foot custom pilot house sailboat. 

Thanksgiving in La Paz 
 Just in case you start feeling sorry for us and not having a turkey for 
Thanksgiving, think again.  The Club Cruceros put on a dinner attended by more than 
200 cruising people.  Here if you look close you can see Annette and Ed in the bottom 
middle picture.  I like the cool guy with the blue Pacifico beer cans. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


