
On January 17 we began our 
passage to Puerto Vallarta with a 
short sail, approximately 25 miles, 
to a little seaside resort town called 
Chacala.  

Along the way we 
passed this spooky 
looking shrimp boat 
covered in birds and 
no people we could 
see.  Probably run by 
ghosts!

We also passed several 
hump back whales 
playing in the waves.



Windsongat anchor in Chacala.  A very 
nice place but because of strong pacific 
swell required 2 anchors

Dingy Cove where we landed 
and kids played

Nice views of Windsongalong a path we 
took leading to Palapas and the village of 
Chacala.



Annette’s Chacala playhouse! We 
saw many colorful  examples of 
Mexican architecture like this cool 
house as we walked to the village.

Main street was filled with vendors 
and mariscos (open air seafood 
restaurants).  Notice local 
policemen riding  his ATV. 



Coconut palm 
grove at end 
of beach

Palapas along beach 
had great view, gentle 
surf,  and served cold 
beer

Cerveza & 
Windsong

Palapa specialty being prepared 
here was whole fish, usually 
dorado, slow roasted over an open 
fire

.. It doesn’t get 
any better than 

this folks!



Returning to “Breezy” we found many kids and their families enjoying the sunny 
day at the beach.  Here you can see a colorful local man selling beach toys to the 
children.











Banderas bay is huge (15 x 20 miles) and filled with many wonderful things.  La 
Cruz was the perfect place to begin our exploration of the bay. Here you can see 
our tracks as we sailed out to the Las Tres Marietasislands national park.  In the 
middle you can see we went back and forth when some whales put on a show for us 
by leaping out of the water or breaching. 



Very difficult to get a good picture of a breaching whale from a
rocking sailboat but here are our best efforts!



The Islas Tres Marietas are a group of small uninhabited islands. They are very popular
destinations because of the abundant marine life populations due to the islands being protected by 
the Mexican Government. The islands form an 18-square-mile nature preserve. The islands and 
reefs provide half a dozen excellent spots for intermediate divers -- from underwater caves to floral 
garden shelves and sheer walls. Strong currents make this a bit challenging for novice scuba divers. 
Here sea turtles, manta rays, octopus, wild dolphins, humpback whales and thousands of species of 
tropical fish and birds can be seen. 



In the early 1900s the Mexican Government began conducting military testing on the islands. 
Many bombings took place on the islands causing amazing caves and rock formations to be 
created. After a massive outcry, started by scientist Jacques Cousteau, the government decided to 
label the islands a national park protected from hunting or human activity. As of now the only 
human activity that is legal near the islands is snorkeling and kayaking and no one can “legally”
set foot on the islands. 



The islands and reefs provide excellent spots for diving and snorkeling -- from underwater caves to 
floral garden shelves and sheer walls. Strong currents make this a bit challenging for novice divers.


