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Leg 1 of the Baja Ha Ha to Turtle Bay 
 
Sailed from San Diego on October 27 at 11 a.m. heading with fleet of about 200 boats for 
Turtle Bay in Mexico.  These photos were taken as we prepared to leave Cabrillo marina. 

 
 
The distance from San Diego to Turtle Bay is approximately 350 miles and we anticipate 
being at sea for 3 days.  First evening we were in fog with reduced visibility which made 
us very nervous about shipping we could not see.  After BBQ pork chops for dinner we 
passed the night in 2 hour watches.  By morning, the sun was out and we prepared for a 
wonderful sailing day. 
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On second day we took out our new fishing tackle and began to experiment with different 
jigs.  It did not take long for us to hook a good size yellow fin tuna.  Our first tuna we lost 
trying to get it gaffed but on the second strike we succeeded in landing it on the rear 
swim step.  
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After we got the darn fish landed we proceeded to clean and fillet it.   It looked 

like the Tate massacre by the time it was done.  Later people told us we should have first 
bleed the fish before cleaning but we are amateurs at this.  Nevertheless we had a lot of 
fish for the BBQ that night…pretty cool!  You can see the fish and Duane’s description in 
these photos. 

 By the next morning (29th) we were making good time taking an inside track which 
would get us to across Vizcaino bay and to Cedros and Benitos islands by nightfall. 
 

 

 

 



 4 

Sure enough by that evening we were having BBQ steak and wine in the cockpit and 
watching a spectacular sunset as you can see in these pictures 

Just when things could not get any better they did as we were visited by some very 
friendly whales, take a look at these! 

What a day! 
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Through the nite we continued on past Cedros and next day we finished leg 1 by crossing  
what is called an infinite finishing line (actually just a latitude).  Due to lack of wind we 
actually used our motor a fair amount of the time. Our total time was 3760 minutes of 
which 2520 was spent motoring.   The 40 hp yanmar engine is very efficient and with a 
tail wind we only used 20 gallons of fuel, basically what we carried on the rails. 

 After crossing the line we continued on to Turtle bay and were anchored by noon in this 
lovely spot of the world.   
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Turtle Bay is very large and well protected.  We had no problem with the more 
than 150 boats anchoring there.  Once anchored we were visited by friendly Panga 
fishermen who supplied us with fuel, ice, and took our bags of trash.  They were also our 
taxi service to and from the village. 

Cell phone service was readily available here so we called our relatives  
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 Next we wanted some R&R after a very long 3 days at sea so we called jumped 
into our dingy and went ashore by way of a very rickety pier where you had to climb a 
ladder from the dingy.    

First stop was Enrique’s for some very cold beers to celebrate terra firma. 

While Duane and Ed tried to visit all the bars in one day,  Annette being a teacher 
was quick to find school children and just as quick to make friend with them.   
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We found the local bank but everyone seemed to be out to lunch.  Their banking 
system seems to be on a par with ours at the moment. 

The Veracruz was voted the best bar and they were celebrating the Baja Ha Ha 
fleet arrival with a cake which as officially tasted by the Capitan. 

That night we returned to the boat exhausted and ready for the first full night of 
uninterrupted sleep anyone had in 3 days. 
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The next day we enjoyed more of the village and attended a great beach party 
held in a secluded cove.  Lots of beer, good food, and sun sun sun!\ 

At the end of the day we enjoyed a beautiful sunset and the fleet prepared for leg 
2 of the Baja Ha Ha early the next morning. 

 
 

 


