Cabo San Lucas to La Paz

We left Cabo and headed for La Paz on Novemb8r e left early in the
morning at 6 am. It was a beautiful morning sumaad we had a light wind out of the

north which should have made it an easy beam reach.
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stops on the way to La Paz. The first stop wf= =
to be Los Frailes, a protected anchorage on | 77 1=
most eastern part of Baja California. Los  |. "%}/

Frailes was approximately 45 miles away an| =" a4 &3
we were soon having a great morning sail orf: i 2072 @
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However by 10:30 we noticed that the wind was
veering and beginning to come out of the North-
Northeast, a headwind for sure. Initially not algem
and we simply began a series of shallow tacks mdimmoe
to enjoy our sailing as long as possible. Sotedame
clear that the wind was increasing as well as ¢as sind
by the afternoon we were ‘bashing’ into a strong
headwind with lots of water over the bow! Our tack
now became even deeper as you can see in thisadagr
of our track. After reaching waypoint ‘53’ we dragip
the sails and motored the rest of the way to Ledés.




Looking toward Los Frailes
and bashing to windward

with{ots of water over the
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We arrived at Los Frailes at 4:39 and soon weréaned in a nice spot behind its
distinctive large mountain with lots of other boaitam the Baja Ha Ha who had also
decided to make the trip up the sea of Cortez tBda Because we had not secured
some of our hatches very well there was a lot dewiaelow and we had some cleaning
up to do. We were not sure why, but our invengst quit working so we could not use
our microwave or make ice. Not a serious problé&hoagh we did like ice for our
margaritas and cold drinks.

That nite the wind became very strong and weat@orts told us that a norther
had arrived so we decided to stay in Los Frailesafmther day until the wind blew itself
out. Los Frailes was well protected and we hadcetdp be able to snorkel on the nearby
Pulmo reef using a local Panga guide but becaueeafinds the reef was shut down.
So we enjoyed the rest and a wonderful full mosimg over the anchorage.




On the morning of November 13
the norther had stopped and we decide

to head for our next stop at Bahia de lo s :" "'Org’a”:_hm
Muertos (Bay of the Dead). We had a iy Pﬂf; ta g

very nice sail, so nice that we went way
off our route track and by the afternoon
we had to tack back toward the coast.
By 4:10 pm we were approaching our
destination with Punta Pescadero off th
port bow.
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After one more tack we were able to sail into losevos and arrived there at
7:45 pm. We found many of our Baja friends alretioyre so we found a nice spot next
to Bambooand anchored in 15 feet of water. The Bay is \enye and the water looked
so inviting that Ed decided to have a nice moandiwim before going to bed.




The next morning we were shocked to see no boatsenthst night there were at
least 30! Where had they all gone? The answertheaghey all were waiting for
favorable tides to pass through the Cerralvo p&ssaghe way to La Paz and had all left
early that morning before we awoke.

where did everybody go?




We moved our boat closer to shore and enjoyed aimgpswim in beautiful
green-turquoise waters. We wanted to stay avamteexplore the Bay! It would turn
out to be one of our favorite places.

Although Bahia de Los Muertos means the Bay of Deadreally not what you
think. The term dead refers to big heavy anchalle@ dead-men. They were used to
anchor big ships close to a rock jetty in the @gts] hence the reference to the dead. No
one is really buried here. On shore there is al loantina which was once called the
‘giggling marlin’ but it was purchased by a retiredtball player called Turley (KC) and
he is changing the name to Bay of Dreams. Maipgesive houses are being built and
there is now a big golf course here so it probablychange from the simple place it is
now. Old timers already speak of how it used to&®@re the giggling marlin was here.
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It was great to have the boat anchored so clodeet&iggling Marlin because
they had great food, cold beers, and grande maéagarirhey also offered free internet
and free phone calls back to the states! Herecgousee our situation and certainly
understand how we just had to stay one more day!

Here we met a very nice cruising couple sailingmius 42 and who had been
retired here for more than 10 years! They werealth of information and we really
liked them. They were headed for the mainland wherast saw them but | am sure
they will return to La Paz. Their dingy was fittedth a nice cover, sort of like dingy
chaps to protect it from the sun UV damage.




We now made plans for the last part of our voyagesat Paz which would require
us to navigate the Cerralvo passage which is knowrave strong tidal currents and not
a good place in certain circumatances. We platmgd first to a little bay called
Ballandra which is known for its beauty. The euabnsisted of 5 waypoints spread over
a distance of approximately 47 miles.

Cerraivo Passage.
some say tides and
currents can be tricky
going through here

2 Route Properties

Narme: | 052 TO BALLAN - _-EI
This is [T Autonarne ¥
what GPS Via Paints  Directions ] Nates |
says about \
route Print Directions. ..
Directions/Mame | Distance | Leg Length | Leqg Time | Total Time Course | Position

2,0 Al 7.4 nm 7.4 nm 00000 12 mag  M24 05,197 W109 45,319
3. A2 14.9nm 7.5 nm 0:00:00° 262°mag  M24 06,121 W109 53,474
4. A3 38.0nm Z3.2nm 0:00:00  295° mag M2+ 21,783 W11012.159
5. Ad 43.7 nm 5.7 nm 0:00:00  260° mag  M24 22,269 W110 18,353
6. Ballandra 47.2 nm 3.5 nm 0:00:00  205° mag  M24 19.564 w110 20.860

We left early (6 pm) and had a very nice sall tigtothe passage, arriving around
2:45 in the afternoon. On this passage we caughtadl skipjack tuna which Annette
cleaned, deboned, and cooked up for a great ftsls tdinner upon arrival. Great job
Annette! Ballandra is known for its beautiful cadpsunsets, and mushroom rock
formations.
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After our fish taco dinner we used the dingy tolexpthis wonderful cove. It
actually consists of several adjoining coves wighywshallow water in some. Perfect for
using the dingy wheels. While at a famous mushroack we met some local teens and
took turns taking each others pictures. The mushrmck has been repaired many
times.

Returning to the boat for some peace and quite are shocked to find we were
part of a movie filming of some kind involving asfgpower boat and two jet skiers.
After several passes the helicopter decided totals®our picture from several different
angles. Who knows, perhaps you will see WindSan@d somewhere?

Peace & Quijet?




The next morning we awoke to find we were in paadind we were the only
boat in the entire cove. Everyone had left awdbi$ all ours to enjoy and explore.

We took the dingy to shore and spent the mornigkating on the reef where
they were hundreds of beautiful fish of many déf@rkinds. Like in a dream aquarium!



This was exactly what we had wanted to find. Wsgh&d we could magically
transport these warm waters back home to the Chésfaueds.
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We hated to leave Ballandra but promised to retdisnwe left on the afternoon of
the 17" we were visited by Dolphins who seemed to beragiss to stay.

La Paz and the Palmira marina were only 10 milesyaand along the way we
saw many shrimp boats and even some fish penshysi local fishermen.
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As we approached La Paz we saw many signs ofzatidin including a Pemex
oil-gasoline refinery right at the entrance to tleePaz channel. To reach La Paz you

must travel through a narrow channel for about sni Go outside the channel and you
risk going aground!

We arrived at the Palmira marina at about 3 pmreviaee had reserved a slip for
WindSong. Here you can see her nestled in amangttier yatistas. Many boats here
were part of the Baja Ha Ha fleet. One, we weappsh next to was ‘Samantha’, a
beautiful nauticat owned by Linda and Scott fromm $aancisco. That night we had a
wonderful dinner at the La Panga restaurant anolyedjthe local hospitality. We plan to
stay in this area through the holiday season befonénuing on to the mainland.
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